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The Grand Hotel was Mussolini's temporary headquarters
This mundane exotic international centre, the background of
cliques,   intrigues  and society gossip,  was thronged with
Fascist   detectives.    The  more  serious element in Rome
criticized him for living there,
He sent a messenger to fetch me at 9 o'clock that evening,
but   the   Roman   season  was  in  full  swing  and I  was
dancing.     The  next  night he  sent  for me at half-past
seven.     He  was  just  finishing  a frugal meal that was
served on a tray.   He apologized for not having invited me,
but " one can only work well if one does not eat much/' he
said, and poured me out a glass of wine and offered me some
fruit, which in parenthesis he admired for their beauty of form
and colour.   I looked round the room: it was the ordinary
untouched hotel salon.   There was no trace of the personality
of its occupant except a life-sized oil painting of himself.
He was in a calm, communicative mood, less theatrical than
at Lausanne ; tired, perhaps, and inclined to regard me as a
relaxation   rather   than   a   newspaper   correspondent.   My
objective was indeed entirely forgotten by us both.   He talked
a little of his parentage—his father was a blacksmith, his mother
a school teacher.   They came of a line of peasants.   He
likened the peasant strain to a plant that flourishes for years
and then suddenly throws up a flower.
His mother was sensitive and refined, and this strangely
contrasted mating produced the son whom she very soon
began to regard as an elemental. She loved him in spite of his
impetuous and tempestuous nature. He was always fighting
and invariably returned home with a broken head. She died
early in her forties and is buried in some remote village church-
yard where her grave is always heaped high with flowers
brought by the Fascist youth of the locality, in tribute.
" Why don't you have your wife with you in Rome ? " I
asked indiscreetly.
" Never!"
He went on to talk of his detachment from material
things, women and children included, and luxury and
comfort. He reproached the British for inventing the word.

